Multiplication Sundaes

November 14, 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian, 


This week we will begin our unit study over multiplication.  We will focus on various strategies for solving multiplication problems.  These include drawing a picture, using repeated addition and making an array.  To help promote mastery of the facts (0-12) we will be having a classroom incentive.  



Each week students will take a timed quiz over the selected fact for the week.  The quiz will consist of thirty questions and students will have three minutes to complete each quiz (this allows approximately six seconds per problem).  With each quiz, students will be building ice-cream sundaes for the facts that they master.  The quizzes will also be recorded for a grade in math.  Students will be allowed a make-up quiz if they do not pass one of the quizzes during the week.  In the event of a snow day, the quiz will be given upon the day of return.  Our classroom goal is for every student to have their facts memorized by Valentine’s Day.  

I urge you to practice the multiplication facts at home with your child.  This is one skill that will take repeated practice and memorization to master.  Flash cards, oral repetition, and games on the computer are great ways for students to study their facts.  If they know a fact easily, move on to more difficult facts to practice.  Facts should also be practiced out of sequence.  When you practice them, don’t just do 1 x 2, but also 2 x 1; this demonstrates the Commutative Property and helps them realize that once they have learned one fact, they have actually learned two!


If you have any questions, please contact me.  Below is the outline for quizzes and sundae builders.  Thanks for your partnership in helping your child be successful in math!

Mrs. Montgomery & Mrs. Wells (
Multiplication Sundaes

	Quiz Date
	Facts
	Sundae Builder

	Tuesday, November 22nd    
	O’s and 1’s
	Bowl

	Friday, December 2nd  
	2’s 
	Napkin and spoon

	Friday, December 9th   
	5’s and 10’s
	Ice-cream scoop

	Friday, December 16th 
	3’s
	Ice-cream scoop

	Friday, January 6th    
	4’s
	Bananas

	Friday, January 13th  
	6’s
	Syrup

	Friday, January 20th   
	7’s
	Sprinkles

	Friday, January 27th    
	8’s
	Candies

	Friday, February 3rd      
	9’s
	Candies

	Friday, February 10th    
	11’s and 12’s
	Cherries on top!


Friday, February 10th  – Valentine and Multiplication Sundaes Party!!!
